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THE West German constitution was developed pri-
marily as a consequence of the conflict between the
United States and the other Western powers, on the
one side, and the Soviet Union, on the other, and not primarily
in order to please the Germans or do something good for the
Germans. It seems to me that this viewpoint has been rather
disregarded in our recent discussions. Both on the historic
record and as a matter of sound policy it seems to me preferable
first to look at the West German constitution in terms of:
"Does it serve our purposes?" and only afterward to ask:
"Does it serve purposes of German internal policies and Ger-
man recovery?"

It is a constitution, as is the eastern German constitution,
made primarily for international purposes, and to that extent
I think it has a rather unique place in the history of constitu-
tion-making. It was done in order to provide a partner for the
western European integration, a better-equipped situation for
Marshall aid, and primarily in order to strengthen a friction
point which could not be left soft any longer. These, I think,
are the primary Allied objectives, and the constitution has to
be seen in their light first.

In order to explain the procedure, I would like to use a simile,
and I mean it seriously. What we did was license the Germans
to produce a weapon at home with their home facilities. We did
not permit them the atom bomb of revolution, nor did we give
them an automatic weapon like the eastern German constitu-
tion. We permitted them a good old-fashioned gun with a safety
catch attached to it. The matter was relatively easy, because on
the primary qualities of such a gun there was general agreement.
We did not need any particular blueprints. We* and the Ger-